
 

 
Drug Endangered Children (DEC) Overview  

Course Time:  Approximately 30 to 45 minutes including the pre and post tests.   

Course Description: 
In the United states, an estimated 9 million children are at risk because they live in homes 
where a parent or other adult misuses drugs or alcohol. This course is designed to help law 
enforcement officers and other professionals develop awareness of the potential impact of 
using a multidisciplinary approach to meet the needs of Drug Endangered Children. Explore 
how we can all work together to improve the lives of drug-endangered children.  
 
Target audience:   
Law enforcement, child welfare, medical, legal, education and first responders. 

Learning Objectives:  
After completing this course you will be able to:  

• Identify the risks of parental or caregiver substance abuse and drug activity to 
children.  

• Recognize the importance of early intervention. 
• Identify the long-term impact on and needs of drug endangered children. 
• Recognize the elements required for a multidisciplinary collaborative response to 

meet the needs of drug endangered children.   
• Choose appropriate next steps to take after completing this module.   
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For more information on Drug Endangered Children, please contact National DEC:  
 

www.nationaldec.org 
 

 
 

 
 

This project was supported by cooperative agreement number - 20 l7CKWXK008 
awarded by the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. 
Department of Justice. The opinions contained herein are those of the author(s) 
and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. 
Department of Justice. References to specific agencies, companies, products, or 
services should not be considered an endorsement by the author(s) or the U.S. 

Department of Justice. Rather, the references are illustrations to supplement discussion of the issues. The Internet 
references cited in this publication were valid as of the date of this publication. Given that URLs and websites are 
in constant flux, neither the author(s) nor the COPS Office can vouch for their current validity.  
 
Copyright© 2019 National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children. The U.S. Department of Justice reserves a 
royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use, and authorize others to 
use, this resource for Federal Government purposes. This resource may be freely distributed and used for 
noncommercial and educational purposes only.  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3029499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3029499/
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/health-consequences-drug-misuse/prenatal-effects
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/health-consequences-drug-misuse/prenatal-effects
http://www.nationaldec.org/resourcecenter/
http://www.nationaldec.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
https://www.samhsa.gov/capt/practicing-effective-prevention/prevention-behavioral-health/adverse-childhood-experiences
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/long-term-consequences/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/long-term-consequences/
http://www.nationaldec.org/
http://www.nationaldec.org/

